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Dressed as Baroness Frederika Charfotte Riedesel, reenactor Debbie Bailey gives a program Saturday at the Marshall House in Schuylerville. in
1777, the house, which still stands, served as a refuge for the women and children who accompanied the British Army fighting at Saratoga, and
t an officer and the mother of three children there, kept a diary account which was recalled by Ms. Balley, To her left, seated
ary garb, is Joseph Marshall of Massachusetts, a direct descendant of the Marshall family,
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UYLERVILLE - As David
1 his historic
1se weighs on him more and
Bullard, 86, can take care of
the Revolutionary War structure
ight now. His family has owned
arshall House in Schuy-
lerville for nearly one hundred

years, and open their doors to |

every tourist who knocks.

But someday he won't be
around, What will happen to the
house that still has bloodstains
from the battle that became the
turning point in the Revolution-
ary War?

The weekend of Schuyler-
ville’s annual Turning Point
Parade, Bullard hosted a family
reunion at the Marshall House.
It wasn't his family, but the
Marshalls, who owned the house
until 1930. About 40 of them
came back to seriously discuss
what to do with the property
their ancestors owned.

“We have splendid people
involved, first class, enthusi-
astic, good people. The level of
interest and enthusiasm is very
high," Bullard said. “Virtually all
of this Marshall tribe are inter-
ested in (preserving) it."

They are leaning toward cre-
ating a trust, to which the Mar-
shalls could donate and help
run. After Bullard dies, his wife
might sell the house to the trust.

“It's a cinch my wife could not
live here by herself if I passed
away. It's too much for one per-
som,”" Bullard said.

And he wants to know that the
property is protected before he's
on his death bed.

“We can’t direct anything
from the grave;” he said. “It
would be saﬁs%ﬁ?ﬂ ;h‘:::
appropriate, to
ll‘::'t ou?mxld be a benefit to the

ublic”
¥ Hewouldmittﬂbenlivlng
museum, showcasing Revolu=
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“We don’t have
amuseum in
Schuylerville, and
this is where it all
happened.”

David Bullard

One of the injured officers would
imitate animals sounds in the

= might to comfort her 3-year-old
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Revolutionary War reenactment group Fifes and Drums walks through
downtown Schuylerville at the Turning Point Parade on Sunday.

tionary War items that are pos-
sibly held in private collections
around Schuylerville now.

“We don't have a museum in
Schuylerville, and this is where
it all happened,” he said. “I've
been told by various and sundry,
if there were a place in Schuyler-
ville where things could be dis-
played and enjoyed by people,
these things would come out of
the woodwork.”

Goodness knows he's had no
trouble finding things. He walks
the grounds with a metal detec-
tor every few years, after frost
heaves move items closer to the
surface. He's found four cannon
balls, each of which he dug out
of the ground.

“They're 17 pounds. They're
unusual — there's no record of
17-pound guns at Saratoga,” he
said, referring to the battle.

Those have joined his collec~
tion, which includes three other
cannonballs that struck the
house during the closing days
of the Battles of Saratoga. The
Americans attacked the house
for days, believing it to be the
opposing army’s headquarters.

Actually, it had been oceupied
by the wife and young children
of Major General Friedrich Ad-
olf Riedesel, who commanded
the German contingent in the
British army at the battle. Other
women also took shelter at the
house, as did injured soldiers.

Baroness Frederika Riedesel
described the days and nights of
bombardment in her diary, cre-
ating one of the few first-hand
accounts of the battle.

“Fleven cannon balls went
through the house, and we could
plainly hear them rolling over
our heads. One poor soldier,
whose leg they were about to
amputate, having been laid upon
a table for this purpose, had the
other leg taken off by another
cannon ball, in the very middle
of the operation,” she wrote.

" Between the sounds of the
weapons, the screams of injured
men and her children's crying,
she could not sleep and lost all
appetite. Throughout the seven
days in the house, she only ate
uprusts of bread dipped in wine/"
she wrote.
But it was not all hardship.

daughter — one of three young
children she had brought with
her to the war. She kept them
close, even laying on top of them
at one point to prevent them
from being shot as she rode &
carriage to the house.

She came to the war volun-
tarily, at her husband’s urging,
as soon as she had given birth
to their third child. Her diary
doesn't describe any doubts
about bringing her children with
her, but they were apparently a
help when the army surren-
dered.

She had been afraid of what
might happen when she rode
into the Americans' camp.

“On the contrary, they all
greeted me, even Mg com-

China boosts
pressure on

passion on their 1
at seeing a mother with her little
children in such a situation,” she

wrote.

The Marshall family bought
the house in 1817 and have re-
mained attached emotionally
even though the family sold it
in1930.

“t's a wonderful story,” said

family member Elaine Gar-

della, “My grandmother talked

about the house guite abit, even
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away, in Massachusetts,
but she wants to help ensure
the house is preserved after
Bullard’s death.
“Most importantly, to
make sure this house is
never sold to someone who
guts it and turns it into
something modern)” she
said. “This is the reality. It’s e
happening all over America ALL ERT
with historic houses” :
She also doesn’t want the
house to sit vacant as a ster-
ile museum.
“All houses, I think, need
someone living in them,”
she said. “I've been to his-
toric houses where no one’s
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